Crop Report (Monday May 18 through Sunday, May 25, 2026)
Provided by LaSalle County Farm Bureau
David Hall, Serena- Here we are for another year reporting on crop progress in LaSalle County.  I hope everyone enjoys reading them.  I farm with my dad and brother on our 169-year-old family ground north of Ottawa.  We raise corn, soybeans and a crop of children who want to farm when they grow up.

Corn planting is 100% complete and emerged in the immediate area, and beans are approximately 90% planted.  Quite a few had maybe one bean field left when we got rained out a week before Memorial Day.  Another rain later in the week kept crust at bay and the last planted beans are emerging finally.  Side-dressing applications of nitrogen will occur soon on corn acres.  Sweetcorn patches and gardens are planted, and roadside ditches are being mowed.  A couple of hay fields got cut over the weekend.

Rain total for the week was 1.45”.  Have a safe week!

Ken Beck, Mendota- Once it warmed up, everybody got going. Everything’s pretty much up on this area. We received 3/4” of rain. Tings are actually looking good. People are taking a sigh of relief because it was pretty intense why we did it and now we are waiting for the post-season of spring.
David Myer, Marseilles-Welcome all our loyal followers to our 2026 Farm Reports. No changes from past years in my operation just hope older and wiser each year and possibly learned something from the past years to use in the future. I raise corn, soybeans, wheat and some hay based out of Rutland township but also farm south of Illinois River family ground as well as north of Ottawa and Utica. We received 0.45” this past weekend which helps due to limited rains in recent weeks. Corn has emerged well for my later planted corn while I had just finished soybeans last week. Soil moisture is adequate, but subsoil moisture is still short. Grain markets follow crude oil prices and our relationship with China. Not sure if moving forward either of them will matter as everyone watches crop conditions and planted acreage.
Ken Bernard, Grand Ridge- Welcome to the Crop Watchers for 2026. Starting out, our family farm is located southwest of Grand Ridge. We have a grain farm, corn, soybeans and hay. My son, Jim, farms with me and we also have a small purebred Hereford herd which my daughter, Emily, also helps with. We started planting around the 23rd of April, and we finished for the most part as of the 15th of May. The first planted corn and beans were a little slow coming up but now they are looking pretty good. We had a nice uneventful spring, no major breakdowns or weather holdups. This last week we received about 6 tenths of an inch of rain, which was welcome. As long as the rain does not come fast and hard it softens the ground so the plants can get through. We started cutting hay on Friday the 22nd. So that will be the next major project on the farm along with starting to spray the post emerge chemicals on the corn and beans. Side-dressing the nitrogen on the corn will also start happening. That is about all for my first report, hopefully we will have a great growing season. Stay Safe and be Careful! 

Geoffrey Janssen, Rutland-I live and farm in the very southern tip of LaSalle County near Rutland . My wife, Connie and son Justin are an integral part of my operation. We produce corn and soybeans near our home and in several surrounding counties. Total rainfall for the past seven days is one half inch .
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