Crop Report (Monday May 29, through Sunday, June 4, 2023)
Provided by LaSalle County Farm Bureau
David Hall, Serena- A week of high temperatures and low humidity from a high pressure ridge over central Canada has caused a lot of subsoil moisture depletion in our area.  Two rounds of scattered showers in the reporting week left us with exactly zero rain.  I am trying to decide when to apply our post-application of herbicide on corn and soybeans, as many of the herbicides are not as effective when growth is inhibited by hot and dry weather.  So far our pre-emergence residual herbicide is holding, with weeds only trying to creep in from fencelines.  Weather forecasts keep holding out hope for rainfall, always just a few more days away.  So far the grain markets are believing this. Corn leaves are starting to roll in the high sun hours to conserve moisture in the plants.  Area activities this week included spraying fencelines for weeds, sidedress applications of nitrogen on corn and ditch mowing.  Have a safe week!
Ken Beck, Mendota- Well we went from mud to looking for rain. We are really dry up here in the northwest part of the county. Replanting of beans and corn is coming up. Funny how the
 valve turned off. Post spraying is starting to get underway. Hay is starting to get bailed but we are definitely looking for rain and we don’t see one on the horizon soon. We are hot and dry.
David Myer, Marseilles- Another dry and warm week with many days of strong east winds which usually brings little precipitation though I received 0.5” over a couple of afternoons. The corn is still growing and reaching its nitrogen source as it’s getting a dark green in some areas and others see the corn rolling up during the day so much more rain is desperately needed. Corn is getting its final post application for weeds and most of the side dress applications of nitrogen is getting wrapped up. Wheat needs rain to help the kernel fill or lite test weight will be the norm but no disease pressure in the dry conditions. The grain traders still think with early planting we are on pace for big yields as USDA has predicted with its acreage reports while demand remains dismal though stocks aren’t that large. Looks like this weekend brings   the next best chance to check our rain gauges!
Bill Gray, Tonica/Lostant - As far as rain last week, I received a few sprinkles and not much more. Sprayers have been applying herbicide to some of the later planted corn and some fields are knee high. I finished spraying fence lines around my fields for weeds last week. Most fields look pretty good and have a dark green color.  Soybean planting has finished in my area and some early planted soybeans were sprayed with herbicide. We’re getting mowers ready and will be mowing a few roadside ditches soon to control weeds. We leave many untouched for a while until what few game birds in the area are done nesting. It’s nice that the crops are getting big enough that there is a place for wildlife to go. A decent general rain would sure be nice. I haven’t had to mow grass much but spend quite a bit of time keeping my garden going with watering. Have a good week & be safe. 
Ken Bernard, Grand Ridge-For the week we received a nice shower of rain, not very wide spread. 1.5" was what we received at the home farm. Then any of our farms east of Route 23 received nothing. Finished side dressing nitrogen on the corn and all of the corn should be done with spraying also. Beans and the corn, where it got some moisture look very nice, but the others need a drink. The hay is coming back nicely with the regrowth for second cutting. Beans will most likely start to get sprayed next week. Not much else to report, have a safe and good week.

Geoffrey Janssen, Rutland -we were blessed with 2 inches of rain last week. Soil conditions were getting very dry. Crops responded nicely to the moisture.  Corn is growing very rapidly starting to shade the rows. Soybeans are also growing very nicely. Post application of corn herbicide is still going on.
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