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Cut out the items below to dress your Elf on 
the Shelf for their Farm Bureau activities

“Thank you for your service,” our 
daughter told me after learning I 
applied to be an election judge.

Having never served 
in the military, I didn’t 
think someone would 
apply that to me. I’ve 
since reconsidered that 
application to individ-
uals who volunteer for 
elections.

I have an opportunity 
to serve as an election 
judge after four decades 
as a reporter at several 
newspapers. Although I 
voted in every national, 

state and municipal election, I’ve felt 
helpless observing the dysfunction and 
chaos in our government and politics. 

I wanted to do more, to do my part for 
democracy and fair elections.

It was easy to complete an election 
judge application. I filled out a short, 
online form and submitted it to the 
Bloomington Election Commission. 
After receiving a prompt response and 
information about in-person or online 
training, I selected an Oct. 12 session. 
The March 19 primary election may 
seem far away, but election preparation 
and training for judges are underway.

As a journalist, I wrote many stories 
about different ways to register and to 
vote and reported on Illinois election 
security measures that ensure fair, 
accurate results.

I can report during my election judge 
training that the trainers repeatedly 
stressed everyone deserves the right to 

cast a ballot. I understood they were 
referring to individuals eligible to 
register in Illinois. I also learned how 
every – every – ballot is accounted for, 
retained and submitted to our election 
commission. This includes voters who 
applied to vote by mail and come to the 
polls without their mailed ballots. Our 
trainers went through detailed steps to 
account for a mailed ballot, provisional 
voting and how to retain and handle 
provisional ballots. It is impressive how 
every ballot is accounted for.

I also was reminded of the security 
measures that apply to Illinois 
elections. Our elections aren’t online, 
eliminating a threat of hackers tamper-
ing with results. Plus, Illinois imple-
mented strong cybersecurity protocols. 
In addition, the state also has paper 

ballots. Paper ballots are consid-
ered secure because the state has a 
record, and ballots can be recounted if 
questions surface.

I’ve been warned that Election Day is 
a very long day for election judges. One 
long day is a small sacrifice I’m willing 
to make.

If you have the ability, consider 
serving as an election judge. They’re 
sorely needed for the March 19 
primary.

To all the election judges who helped 
ensure I could cast a ballot, thank you 
for your service. I will be proud to join 
your ranks.

Kay Shipman-Swiech recently retired from  
covering state government as the legislative af-
fairs editor for FarmWeek.
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Thank you for serving on election day
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American farmers will continue to have 
access to certain federal conservation and 
farm safety net programs in 2024 after 
Congress advanced a one-year extension 
of the 2018 farm bill.

President Joe Biden signed into law 
on Nov. 16 a continuing resolution that 
averted a federal government shutdown 
on Nov. 17 and a year-end cliff for a 
package of farm programs. The U.S. 
Senate on Nov. 15 voted 87-11 to pass the 
measure, which passed the U.S. House a 
day earlier on a 336-95 vote.

Both senators and every House 
member from Illinois voted for the 
measure, except U.S. Reps. Mike Bost, 
R-Murphysboro; Darin LaHood, R-Dun-
lap; Mary Miller, R-Oakland and Mike 
Quigley, D-Chicago.

“This extension is in no way a substi-
tute for passing a five-year farm bill 
and we remain committed to working 
together to get it done next year,” the 
four leaders of the House and Senate 
Agriculture Committees said in a state-
ment.

Anchoring the stopgap budget measure 
is a two-tiered deadline that will maintain 
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Waking in the early hours 
of Wednesday morning, 
Putnam County farmer 
Luke Holly rushed outside 
to find out what the 
rumbling sound he heard 
was since no storms were 
forecasted in the area.

Holly is on the Putnam 

County Board and worried 
there was an accident at the 
local dry mill ethanol plant.

“It was like a rumble of 
thunder but then it just 
stopped and there was just 
dead silence,” Holly said. 
“I’ve never experienced 
anything like it, my concern 
was that something in the 
county exploded.”

Holly experienced what 

the U.S. Geological Survey 
would confirm as a 3.6 
magnitude earthquake 
about 1.5 miles away from 
Holly in the northeastern 
part of Putnam County, 
near Standard.

“It was shocking, we 
weren’t expecting to wake 
up in the morning and have 
an earthquake, it doesn’t 
seem like it should be 

around here, it should be 
more in California or where 
there are fault lines,” Holly 
said.

Chauntelle Biagi-
Bruer, Putnam County 
Emergency Management 
Agency coordinator, said 
she woke up to a loud noise 
but the shaking had already 
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The city of Decatur, Illinois Farm 
Bureau and other partners are seeking 
members from the central Illinois 
agricultural community to serve on 
an advisory board overseeing federal 
conservation projects in the Lake 
Decatur Watershed.

The Lake Decatur Watershed Agricul-
ture Advisory Board will be tasked 
with assisting government officials, 
private partners and other stakeholders 
in implementing a $9.8 million grant 
awarded to the city through USDA’s 
Regional Conservation Partnership 
Program (RCPP).

Nominations to serve as a voting 
member on the board are ongoing and 
open to farmers, landowners, farm and 
land managers, agricultural retailers and 
other ag stakeholders who grow and 

work across the watershed.
The compensated position comes 

with a minimum commitment of 10 
hours per year, up to five years, and 
carries a minimum two-year service 
term.

Board members will meet quarterly 
and work with city and USDA officials, 
as well as RCPP partners and manag-
ers to deliver program components, 
conduct outreach and provide hands-on 
technical assistance, among other 
responsibilities.

More information on the advisory 

board, and requirements for the nomina-
tion process can be found online,  
bit.ly/46bP5bv.

Funds from the RCPP grant will be 
used over five years in cost-share agree-
ments with growers and landowners 
to support certain practices aimed at 
improving water quality across the water-
shed and reducing maximum sediment 
and nutrient losses to the lake.

Funding and non-USDA techni-
cal assistance will be directed to key 
counties, drainage areas and fields within 
a set proximity to the reservoir.

That area includes Macon, Piatt and 
DeWitt counties, with the Bluffs, Friends 
Creek, Sand Creek, Willow Branch and 
Wildcat Creek watersheds serving as the 
priority “subwatersheds” for the initial 
years of the program.

The majority of the corn crop (95%) was harvested and in storage, such as 
these grain bins in Peoria County, or in the hands of end users as of Nov. 13 

in Illinois. A run of unseasonably warm and mostly dry weather aided fieldwork activity the first two weeks of the month. State-
wide, the temperature averaged 49.5 degrees the second week of November, 6.5 degrees above normal. Cooler temperatures 
were forecast for Thanksgiving week. (Photo by Catrina Rawson)

FROM FIELD TO STORAGE

Earthquake ‘shocking’ to Putnam County residents

Farmer nominations open for Watershed Advisory Board

Happy Thanksgiving! FarmWeek will 
not be published Nov. 27 due to the 
upcoming holiday. The next issue will 
be dated Dec. 4.

No FarmWeek next week

 MORE INSIDE: 
•  How much will your Thanksgiving 

feast cost? Details inside. PG 2 
•  Coverage of the National Agricultural  

Marketing Summit. PGs 4-6

Congress 
advances farm 
bill extension

See Congress, page 7

See Earthquake, page 7

See Nominations, page 10


